A comparison of natural service fertility of yearling and two-year-old bulls on pasture.
The natural service fertility of yearling bulls on pasture was compared with that of 2-year-old bulls in a study (2 experiments) which involved a total of 748 composite breed cows over 3 breeding seasons. Other factors such as age of the cows, breed, year effects, and the sequence in which bulls of a particular age were assigned to cows were also evaluated. Pregnancy and calving rates and calving date were used as criteria for assessing fertility. The age of the bull, breed, year, or bull sequence did not significantly affect any of the traits studied. The age of cow was important in all the traits studied, with mature cows (5 years and older at breeding) calving earlier (P < 0.05) than the youngest group (2 years old at breeding) of cows, in both experiments. The pregnancy rate was also lower in the younger cows than in the mature cows in the first experiment. The results suggest that the age range of the cow herd is more important in determining herd fertility than the age of the bull or any of the parameters studied.